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E.O. 11652: N/A 

SUBJECT: EDITORIAL IN THE IRISH INDEPENDENT JUNE 6, 1978 

FOLLOWING EDITORIAL APPEARED IN IRISH INDEPENDENT 
JUNE 6, 1978 UNDER HEADING SAVING AFRICA: 

THE ATTEMPT BEING MADE BY EUROPE AND THE UNITED STATES 
TO SET UP SOME KIND OF "FIRE-BRIGADE" TO COPE WITH 
AFRICA'S PROBLEMS IS NOW UNDER WAY, TO THE BACK- 
GROUND OF A CHORUS OF ANGUISHED HOWLS FROM THE 
SOVIET UNION. IT SEEMS THAT WHILE IT IS ALL RIGHT 
FOR RUSSIA, CUBA AND THE EAST GERMANS TO INTERVENE 
ALL OVER AFRICA, SINCE THE PURITY OF THEIR MOTIVES 
CANNOT BE IMPUGNED, IT IS SHEER NEO-COLONIALISM FOR 
THE WEST TO DO THE SAME THING. 


FOR SUCH A CHORUS TO BE SUNG BY THE SOVIET UNION, THE 
LAST OF THE GREAT IMPERIALIST POWERS AND A COLONISER 
OF GREAT ENERGY IN THE PAST AND PRESENT, IS SHEER 
HYPOCRISY, AND DOES NOTHING MORE THAN CONFIRM THE 
EXISTENCE OF DOUBLE STANDARDS SHE OPERATES. FROM 
LITHUANIANS TO CRIMEAN TATARS, THERE ARE MORE 
SUBJUGAGED NATIONALITES IN THE SOVIET UNION THAN 
ANYWHERE ELSE IN THE WORLD. 


THE PRESENT WESTERN PLAN HAS BEEN SPARKED OFF BY THE 
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CONTINUED SUCCESS OF RUSSIAN-BACKED CUBANS IN FOMENTING 
AND HELPING MARXIST GROUPINGS IN AFRICA, AND IN THAT 
SENSE THE RUSSIANS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR GETTING THE 
WEST INVOLVED AGAIN. 


THE WEST PLANS TO SEND AID, SUPPORT AN AFRICAN- 
MANNED ARMY AND SUPPLY U.S. AND EUROPEAN TRANSPORT 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


PLANES TO AIRLIFT TROOPS AND SUPPLIES INTO 
AFFECTED AREAS. 

THE IMMEDIATE REASON FOR THIS ACTIVITY IS OF COURSE 
WHAT HAPPENED IN SHABA PROVINCE, BUT IT IS FEARED 
THERE ARE OTHER COUNTRIES ON THE AFRICAN CONTINENT 
WHICH COULD BE AFFECTED TOO. AND IT IS IMPORTANT 
FOR THE WEST TO GET IN BEFORE THE CHINESE, WHO 
ARE NOW IN ZAIRE, BEGIN TO FLEX THEIR MUSCLE 
AGAIN IN AFRICA. 

IT IS A GREAT PITY THAT ALL THIS EFFORT IS NOT BEING 
DIRECTED TOWRADS COUNTRIES WHICH COULD PROVE THAT 
THEY ARE OPERATING SYSTEMS WHICH REPRESENT THE VOICE 
OF THE PEOPLE. BUT WHETHER MARXIST OR NON-MARXIST 
IT IS A PLAIN FACT, THERE FOR ALL TO SEE, THAT 
THERE ARE FEW AFRICAN COUNTRIES WHICH HAVE A 
SYSTEM APPROACHING ANYTHING LIKE OUR CONCEPT OF 
DEMONRACY. FOR SOME OF THEM INDEPENDENCE HAS 
MERELY MEANT THE SUBSTITUTION OF ONE SET OF 
MASTERS FOR ANOTHER. 

AFTER YEARS OF OPERATING A HANDS-OFF POLICY THE 
WEST HAS SUDDENLY AWOKEN TO THE FACT THAT THE 
RUSSIANS AND OTHERS HAVE BEEN FISHING VERY 
SUCCESSFULLY IN TROUBLED WATERS. NOW THEY HAVE 
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